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marking and with a view of checking an abuse, although
the report was, we think, exaggerated, the Assay
Offices wore set up in Sheffield and Birmingham in
1773. There was a clause in the enabling Act which
prohibited the striking of any marks or letters on any
article u made of metal, plated or covered with silver,
or upon any metal vessel or other thing, made to look
like silver,"
That provision accounts for the fact that much
Old Sheffield Plate is not marked at all, for the pro-
hibition lasted eleven years. The restriction was
abolished in 1785 by an Act of Parliament which was
secured by {he efforts of the plate makers in Sheffield,
who were not supported on that occasion by their
competitors in Birmingham. The Yorkshiremen seem
to have stolon a inarch on the Midlanders for the Act
of 1784, enacted that wares plated with silver
made in Sheffield or within one hundred miles
thereof, might bear the surname or partnership
name of  the maker,  together with any mark,
figure or do vice at; the end of the name, such
figure not being an Assay Office device for sterling
silver or an imitation thereof.
The device had to be approved and registered by
the Guardians of the Sheffield Assay Office, a provision
which not unnaturally gave offence to the men of
Birmingham, for the loo-mile radius clause made it
necessary for them to register out of their own town.
Between 1784 and 1824 forty-eight Sheffield firms and
eighty Birmingham makers registered, but it is signifi-
cant that it was not until 1806 that the men of the
Midlands accepted the situation, only six registering
-%arlier than that year.   In 1824 an effort was made